In Britches or Petticoats,
Crafting a Classic Vessel
'ﬁr’it]'l Colonial-Era Tools

By KATE STONE LOMBARDI

SLEEPY Huunnulhl‘w“T — TF_rr!ll
Smith, 15, was a
with a homemade wooden plane. Dr-_dh
britches and high socks — but missing his
asual earring — Terrell had plunged into life
me @ boat builder in the mid-18th :

“when [ tell my friends what 1'm
they're shocked,” said Terrell, of the Bron.
“AL firsl when 1 told them I'm building
boats, they thought it was e Hithe toys and
Ihey're like, “Wil you give me one?" 50 1

to eaplndn they' re big ones, like you see
the movies.™

= Terrell is one of 16 students and 7 appren-
the summer bullding a tradi-
wooden boat al Philipsbarg Manor, a
Bistoric site in Westchester County. Not only
o they dress in pertod costume, but they

also use handmpide wooden tools,
T The baat, a 2l-lont batesn-style flat-bot-
Tomed vessed that was commondy used in co-
fonial Mew York, will become part of the

permanent exhibit af the manor,

The smudents come from HRocking the
Baat, a nosprofit after-school and summer
boat bullding and water education pragram
in thi sathwest Brone They travel here 30
minutes by bus

In the late 17th and early 18th centuries,
Philipshurg Manor was (he site of & milling
and trading complex. Owned by an Angho-
Dusteh family of merchants, it was rented (o
tenant farmers of various European back-
grounds and run by enslaved Africans.
Guides a1 the site talk about Hie as it was
here im 1750,

This is not the wosual emvironment for
Rocking the Boat students, who are récruit-
ed from high schools in the Brome Usually,
the boats are baill at a workshop in the
Broax, and outings are on the Bronx River.

The collaboration between Rocking the
Boat and the historic sibe came together as o
regult of dovetaniling nesds Rocking the
Boat is in the basiness of sducating through
boat bullding. Philipsburg Mansr, whibch
seeks 10 beach visitors about the past, had
wanied a boat for the site for decades.

The students are working here for six
weeks: a seventh will be spent rowing on the
Connecticut River. Not only are they con-
structing the boat, but they have also been
traimed as interpreters, or guldes, to answer
the wvisiting pablic’s guestions about the
project and about life in the 18th century.
[uring two days of training. the stodents
tearned aboui the manor itself, the natore of
slavery In the colonlal Morth, the signifi-
cance of boat building on the property and
the inmportance of watercralt along the Hud-
som River and it tributaries.

Imitially, some of the appréntices and
board members from Rocking the Boat wor-
ried that the students would be role-playing
as slaves,

“Thiz reality is that racism is still around
and some of our stadents might fecl sensi-
tivie 1o pecple’s questions about life as a
slave,” sald Tracy Jomsson, 19, an appren-
o, "When we vislted, we found that the
students would not be acling as slaves. They
would be int what life was like in
the 1750°s, but acting like themsalves, kesp-
ing their own kdentities.”

Michae] A. Lord, the site director of Phil-
ipsbiarg Manor, sakd that the students are
trained to teach visitors abowt the colonial
era but — despite the costumes they wear —
misiniain their 204 identities. The (raining
also corrected some misconceptiong aboul
ihe rode of slaves al Philipsburg, be sakd.

“We wanted them 1o know how the en-
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Students from the Bronx on the mill pond at the Philipsburg Manor historic site in
Sleepy Hollow, M.Y., where they are participating in the Rocking the Boat program.

slaved community here functioned in the
18th century, dispelling the sterestypes of
people with thelr eyes cast downward and
acting servile,” Mr. Lord said. “These indi-
viduals took action, were highly skilled and
had to be responsible for the commanity,™

The students are not only learning history
bust alan getting a hands-on education insub-
Jects they might otlrwlse cover only -y the
classroom.

“We teach math and reading rulés nol 50
much because you have (o pass the test but
because the beat ks not going Lo it together
and nol going to float if you don't have the
right measurements,” sald Adam Green,
the founder and executive director of Fock-
ing the Boat.

Indesd, here’s how Endijah Abdur-
Rahim, 18, described making oars:

“You use the Pythagorean theorem,” she
said. “That was really interesting. 1 would
never have expected that cars first started
alf square and then to an octagon and then a
16-sided shape and then a cirche, and 1 was
like, *Oh that's 8o coal.”

All the students get credit from their
schools for working at Rocking the Boat.
M= Abdur-Rahim, who attends City As High
School in the Bronx, is receiving math and
technology credite, along with gym credits

for rowing and swimming. (The water pro-
gram affers four hours of weekly swimming

bessons at the local Y. M.CA) The students
are being pald $578 for the summer; ap-
prentices earn $8 to 510 an hour, depending
N eXpeTience,

Recking the Boat i3 financed mainly
theough privale foumdations. Historic Hud-
son Valkey, 2 odgnolit evganiZation that op-
erates Philipgharg Manor and several ather
historic sites, also helped pay for the
project.

For many teenagers, making the tranal-
tion from street clothes 1o COSIWMES Was ROl
eazy. Some of the girls said they found the
bomg cotton dresses, petticoats and stockings
untearably hot. Modern convenlences Hie
celiphones, waiches and water boitles are
not allowed at the site, and students waxed
nostalglc for modern tools ranging from
metal planes o power saws.

siill, Philipsburg Manor does have (is
high points, like lambs that wander the
property, and the lazy Pocamtico River,
whilch drives the restored mill.

“Tt"s beautifal wp here,™ Ms, Jonsson sald,
“Things take longer, bat that's o o bad. |
think that"s how life's supposed o be. Maybe
you're nol supposed o get on your cellphons
all the time."




